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SUBJECT: CUBAN-SOVIET TRADE UP AGAIN IN 1974 

1. SOVIET PRESS HAS REPORTED HEAVY CUBAN ATTENDANCE AT RECENT 
MEETING (NOV 12-15) OF CEMA PERMANENT COMMISSION FOR FOREIGN 
TRADE. FOLLOWING MEETING, CUBAN FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER MARSELO 
FERNANDEZ FONT AND DEPUTY MINISTER AMADO BLANCO MET WITH 
SIVIET MINISTER FOREIGN TRADE PATOLICHEV AND DEPUTY MINISTER 
KUZMIN. BRIEF PRESS REPORT NOTED APPROVAL OF "SIGNIFICANT 
GROWTH" IN SOVIET-CUBAN TRADE THIS YEAR AND DISCUSSION OF 
POSSIBILITIES FOR FURTHER EXPANSION OF ECONOMIC RELATIONS. 

2. MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION REPORTED IN TASS VESTNIK STATES 
THAT 1974 SOVIET-CUBAN TRADE WILL BE UP 18 PERCENT OVER 

1973 LEVEL WHICH WAS 1 . 1 BILLION RUBLES (DOLS 1 .45 BILLION). 

THIS WOULD MEAN TOTAL 1974 TRADE TURNOVER OF ABOUT 1.3 BILLION 
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RUBLES (DOLS 1.7 BILLION). AN EVEN LARGER INCREASE TOOK 
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PLACE DURING PERIOD 1972/1973 WHEN FIGURE ROSE FROM 822 
MILLION RUBLES TO 1. 1 BILLION. 

3. SINCE SOVIET-CUB AN TRADE IS INTRA-CEMA AND SHOULD NOT BE 
SUBJECT TO WESTERN INFLATION OR FLUCTUATIONS IN WORLD MARKET 
PRICES, EMBASSY SPECULATES THAT TWO MAIN REASONS FOR UPWARD 
MOVEMENT MAY BE PURELY DUE TO PHYSICAL INCREASES IN TRADE- 
INCREASED SOVIET SHIPMENTS OF CAPITAL EQUIPMENT TO CUBA AND 
SOME INCCREASES IN CUBAN SHIPMENTS OF NICKEL ORE AND SUGAR TO 
USSR. 
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